
FoodCycle

Your New FoodCycle  
Cart and Pail Are Here! 
Separate food scraps using your new kitchen pail

Empty food scraps into the “Sunny” side of the cart

ReCycle Complete the  
Zero Waste Cycle!
By participating in all of Sunnyvale’s 
Zero Waste programs: FoodCycle, 
ReCycle and YardCycle—you will 
reduce the amount of garbage 
going to the landfill each week.  
Your full participation will help 
the City reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions that cause climate 
change. This brochure provides a 
handy overview on how to sort your 
discards into the proper bin.

 

YardCycle
Place organics in your YardCycle cart:

•  Grass/weeds

•  Flowers/plants

•  Leaves

•   Brush/twigs/small branches 

Yard trimmings placed in plastic bags  
are considered garbage and require an  
extra garbage bag tag for collection.

For more information visit sswr.com

Containers

“For the past year, my school 
has been working hard to reduce 
our waste by FoodCycling and 
ReCycling so I’m excited that 
residents of Sunnyvale will now 
be participating in FoodCycle and 
making a difference. Thanks for 
helping our environment!” 

 — Elisa Floyd

Paper

Recycle all you can. Don’t forget milk and soup cartons; and plastic 
containers found in the bathroom and laundry rooms.

Metal

Plastic Bottles & Tubs #1-7Glass Bottles & Jars

Paper Cartons

Cardboard
Small pieces: Flatten small boxes and 
put in cart.

Large pieces: Tie or tape flattened 
large boxes in 30 x 30 x 6 inch 
bundles; place next to recycling cart.

Motor Oil and Filters
Pour used oil into gallon jugs and seal 
filter in zip locked bag. Place at curb. 
Contact Utilities Customer Service  
(408) 730-7400 for bags and jugs.

Wondering if something  
can be recycled?

   THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT! 
Download the  

SunnyvaleRecyclesRight app.

Household 
Hazardous Waste
No hazardous items in any carts.  
Visit HHW.org for safe disposal  
options.

Batteries
Place household batteries in a 
clear zip locked bag and place 
on top of the cart.



HOW to FoodCycleWHAT to FoodCycle

For program features or answers to common questions  
visit Sunnyvale.ca.gov and search “FoodCycle”

1    Choose a collection container that works for you. 3      Empty food scraps into the “Sunny”  
side of your curbside cart.

4     Set out your cart for collection.

Place your FoodCycle cart at the curb by 7 a.m. on your 
scheduled collection day.These items belong in the trash:

Helpful tips to reduce odors: 
•  Store in the fridge or freezer until collection day.

• Empty pail every few days into the split cart.

• Wash pail regularly (FoodCycle pail is dishwasher safe)

• Sprinkle baking soda in bottom of pail.

FoodCycle when you cook. 
All trimmings, shells and 
bones are okay.

FoodCycle after you eat.
Any leftovers are great.

FoodCycle when you 
clean out the fridge 
or pantry. Spoiled and 
moldy foods are okay.

Be sure to remove food 
from any packaging. Ties 
and rubber bands should 
be removed as well. 

2     Collect scraps. 

      Everyone has some food waste:

Line the pail to prevent mess and odors.

Or wrap scraps in newspaper.

Use clear plastic bags such as produce or 
bread bags. Plastic bags are removed during 
processing.

Pail provided by the 
FoodCycle program

Vegetables Fruit

Grains Dairy

Meat, fish, bones Shells

Only food goes in the yellow side of the cart. No 
garbage, recyclables or yard trimmings.

Store-bought pail of 
your own choosing

Reusable containers  
of your choice

Watch the “How-to” Video at Sunnyvale.ca.gov  
and search “FoodCycle.”

Don’t want the countertop pail?   
Contact Utilities at 408-730-7400 for a pick up. 


